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FWS PLANS ZXTENSIVE NESTLING DOVE BANDING PROGRAM 

The mourning dove-game bird in some States and song bird in others--is 

ech8duled for what might be the most intensive hunt in its career, but this hunt 

will be without guns, and with leg bands being used instead of shot. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service, which has jurisdiction over the dove because 

it ie a migratory bird, needs more information about the dove's migration pattern- 

and banding is the most reliable way dovolvd to date to got those data, according 

to John L. Parley, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Banding operations on doves have boon conducted sinoo 1920 and 145,000 birds 

have been so marked, Of this total 100,000 were banded in the past seven years and 

at least half of that numb8r were banded in the southeastern part of the United 

States whore dove hunting is a sport of top magnitude. 

Rut a large portion of the banded birds recovered to date have not been 
aasoeiated with any nesting area, 

Experts of the Fish and Wildlife Service maintain that the best way to got a 
true migration pattern is to band doves-lots of them and in every part of the 
aountry-while they are nestlings. 

That is why the Fish and Wildlife Servile, vith the help of many Stat8 fish 
and gacn8 departments, is preparing for an all-out banding program covering as much 
of the country as possible. Banding operations wiJ1 get under way in some ar8a8 
this spring. Most of the banding will be done by volunteer bird bandere, nttm and 
uomen who meet the exacting Fish and Wildlife Se;rviae requirements for a bird 
bmdor's permit. 

Initial arrang8m8nts for this comprehensive nestling banding program began 
s8voral mntb ago. up to date the beat reaction has oome from the northern 
prairie States and the upper Mississippi River States whers dove hunting is 1 F * - g8neral.Q taboo, and from the southeastern part of the ooun~ry whmo huntlng the 

I I mourningdoveiaatop sport. Favorable reaction from the West +nd ;Swthwwt $8 , sxp8cted and the banders ia the mrtb?m&wn State@ are bsgiaaizag to get interested 
1 , in the proJoct. 



Of the l&5,000 doves banded in tho past 36 seasons there have boon 5,033 
recoveries, most of thom by hunters. Those recoveries have been made in 29 States. 
Some dovos banded in Wisconsin have been found in Mexico; some banded in Alab&na 
wore killed in Texas; Michigan banded doves wore taken in Florida and at loast 0118 
Massauhusotts dove o&d its tour of duty way doun in Texas. 

Eiutthoso fragpabntarydata fall far short ofmanagomontnoods. Notovontho 
fact that out oi 798 banded doves rocovorod in Texas, 726 had beon banded in 
Texas, nor tho fact that out of 7'90 banded doves found in Florida 698 had boon 
banded there canbo considotx@ as ovidoneethatthoso States shootntostlybirds 
raised within their borders. Armors to marry quostioao will not be avdlablo 
until the bandingaroapattornismoro roprosontativo ofthodovos' brooding 
gFOWld8. 

It is to corroet those defioioncies and to dotormino a migration pattorn 
uhiehcanbo soiontifieallyacoeptod thattho NshandHldlifo Sorvioeisurging 
this full-wale Wing program for nostling dovos. Once a valid migration 
pattornisprwidod, tho task ofmanagomentofthomwrningdovo willbo amore 
clear cut job than it is at present. 

Dove bandingwas givono big$mpetw tempers ag~uhontlre 10 Southoastorn 
states sot up 8 cooporatlvo pro@am. This woasproad toothorparts oftho 
countryandnawthoro are &$States eooperatingintho work. 

Thomourningdoveisunuqala~~~nggame birdsinboingmultibroodod. Many 
L looal studios indieato anavorqo ofthroo sueoo~s~brwdsporyoar, Xosts 

have boon found in every month of the year, but the major nosting leason is from 
&riltu September. 
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